
Gloucestershire Association of Cricket Umpires and Scorers 

Minutes of Committee Meeting held on 30th June 2010 at the Victory Club 

Present: Jeff Chandra (JC), Bill Griffin (BG), John Harper (JH), Jim Downes (JD), Les 
Stenner (LS), Len Attard (LA), Peter Sawyer (PS). 

Agenda Item Action 
1. Apologies:  Simon Todd (ST) Sue Drinkwater (SD)  
2. Minutes of the meeting of April 28th 2010:  
These were signed by the chairman as a true and correct record with one 
alteration.  In Item 10, it should read “JC” in Line 1 not “JH.” 

 

3. Matters Arising: 
Item 5. JD reported that he expected no further contact with the Indoor League 
sponsor until that league starts. 
Item 8i. LS and JH identified that the problem with appointing umpires for the 
Senior Cup semi finals and final was that the dates were not set.  It was left to 
JH to tie Eric Mason down to agreeing dates as soon as possible. 
Item 9. PS confirmed that he was assisting ST in the organisation of the mid-
season social.  This was fixed for Wednesday 14th July at Hatherley and 
Reddings when the C&G final will be played. 

 
 
 
 
JH. 

4. Officer Reports. 
a) Website:  SD had sent a written report. There were no known problems this 
year with listing the appointments.  LS had sent photos from a match at 
Cheltenham College, which was a welcome addition and more would be very 
welcome. 
SD also proposed that we should add the regulations for different competitions 
on the website for officials to download.  It was agreed this was a good idea, 
but ECB regulations were over 40 pages, so a link to that website might be 
preferable.  There were problems experienced with both the County Cup and 
the National Village competition.  JH and PS will chase these up, so they can 
be posted for 2011. 
b (i) Scorer Appointments: No report received from LC, but it was noted that 
many games had been covered.  Considering the problems with the database 
of active members, this was recognised as a very good effort. 
b (ii) Umpire Appointments: LS reported that this was hard going at present 
as it was taking 2-3 hours work every day.  He reported that there was an 
increase in both appointment requests as well as more cry-offs, but he was 
just about keeping on top of it. 
LS reported on a meeting he had attended in Bristol chaired by Nick Cousins 
of the ECB ACO with the Appointments Officers from Wiltshire and Somerset.  
These counties wanted to appoint their own umpires further down the pyramid 
and have access to the new website as we do.  There were clear proposals 
agreed at the meeting.  All counties want 3 weeks notice of premier panel 
appointments to assist placements in lower divisions.  It was agreed that if this 
deadline was not met, then LS would go ahead and fit the Premier Panel 
umpires into County League fixtures. 
LA reported that a letter had been sent by the chairman of WEPL to Martin 
Brown to address this issue, but as yet without reply.  LA said WEPL 
recognised this was an issue they had to address as this committee had 
previously noted. 
c (i) Scorer Training: In her written report SD stated that the flyer for scorers 
had produced only one name so far.  LA and PS reported some keen interest 
from other sources too, which they would follow up and forward to SD. 
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c (ii) Umpire Training: BG reported that of the 6 people currently undertaking 
Part 3 of their training, one had dropped out through illness and will repeat that 
part in 2011. 
d) Gradings: 
This report was considered in the Confidential part of the meeting. 
e) Publicity: JD had nothing to report. 
f) WEPL: LA reported that in addition to the item discussed under 
appointments, there was to be a meeting on July 6th to discuss potential re-
structuring of the leagues.  There were two proposals that would be 
considered and put to the clubs. 
BG asked about the clarity of information for umpires regarding the percentage 
of overs per bowler in Premier 1 and 2 and in Glos/Wilts.   LA acknowledged 
the lateness of this change but the matter was brought to umpires attention 
before the season. 
g) County League: LS reported that the discussions were very much about 
clubs so far and nothing to report for this committee’s attention. 
BG raised one further issue considered in the Confidential part of the meeting. 
h) GCB: JH said there was nothing to report.  A planned meeting with GACO 
JC and others about umpire training in June had been cancelled. Other 
arrangements are being put in place. 
i) GACO: JH reported that as GACO secretary he had asked Peter Tomlins for 
information about ECB appointments for Gloucs. Umpires.  In fact 18 had been 
appointed – 9 each from GACUS & B&WCACUS.  Next meeting in 3 weeks. 
5. Correspondence: 
i) PS had been asked by Martin Brown to whom should the captains reports be 
sent.  JC felt they should still go to ST but LS would like them too.  PS had 
asked ST to forward them to LS.  LS reported he had not yet received them.  It 
was possible that Martin Brown was not using ST’s new email address.  PS 
was asked to follow this up.  A discussion followed regarding the status of 
captains’ reports for the gradings committee.  BG reported that the Gradings 
Panel looked at trends both for umpires and captains.  One-off emotive reports 
with poor gradings were disregarded.  At this point Item 8 on the agenda was 
taken.  PS felt the committee should address the accessibility of reports to 
umpires and they should be considered as medical or school records.  If 
captains were aware this might also improve their quality.  This was agreed 
and umpires will be reminded they can access them in 2011 season. 
ii) Chris Pannell had received a complaint from a Painswick supporter 
regarding bad language from a Redmarley player on the boundary in that 
match.  He had asked for a report from the umpires concerned.  Unfortunately 
there was only one umpire present that day who gave some background but 
had not witnessed the alleged incident.  No developments had been reported 
to PS. 
iii) Brian Hudson, secretary of GCCL, had asked PS and LS for guidance on 
managing a complaint in a match between Charlton Kings 2nd XI and 
Gloucester Pakistanis.  
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6. Financial Report: 
JH reported £3328 in the current account and £2734 in the deposit account.  
As previously reported he was keeping it in these accounts as the interest was 
minimal.  Two subs were still outstanding.  LA will follow up one and JH 
expected the other. 
The money for the Derek Hibbs trophy had matured and with an additional 
£500, JH had bought £1000 of treasury stock which would return £40 per year 
until 2022. 
There was an outstanding account for “Not Out.”  JD advised sending the 
cheque without waiting for an invoice.  
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JH reported that the £250 from WEPL, raised last time by LA was with Martin 
Brown and a cheque was due to go to John Davies at GACO.  This was a one-
off payment from the ECB for setting up the Premier Panel and for fair play 
reports. 
BG reported that the IICUS Course Trading Account had still not been 
completed as Unit 3 was still ongoing and would include payment to Boundary 
Assessors. 
7. Update on Chairman’s Meetings with GCB: 
JC had circulated the third draft of Framework, which had broadly been 
accepted by all parties at the meetings he had attended.  He again outlined the 
key principles and invited any further observations of the document.  One point 
raised was the consideration of GCB and GACO and it was accepted that 
although both were part of the ECB arm, it would be good to retain their 
separate identities.  JC will amend. 
To move things on JC had met informally with BG and SB.  The aim was to 
ensure that would be seen to continue introductory and refresher training with 
the option for people to take the ECB Level 1 exam.  Dates and venues for 
such training would be published by the end of July. 
BG was keen to emphasise the challenge of marrying his view of good training 
and the ECB qualification.  It would be branded as GACUS training and 
making it recruitment friendly.  It would be assessment-based over three 
weeks and a 4th week on field craft, alternatively covered in one day.  There 
would then be two further weeks to address the ECB requirements. 
These plans would be shared with other bodies now and ensuring both 
transparency and that no bodies were isolated or kept in the dark.  JC and BG 
were thanked for their work thus far. 
The issue of recognition of the IICUS qualification was raised.  JC reported 
that at the meetings all had agreed it should be recognised.  JC had not 
accepted that it should be seen as equivalent to Level 1 and that it should be 
accepted as the equivalent of Level 2.  JC is still waiting to hear from Nick 
Cousins. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
JC 
 
 
 

8. Captains’ Reports: 
Matter already discussed under Item 5. 
 

 
 
 

9. Any Other business: 
BG reminded the committee of the update and amendments to the Laws that 
will come into force from October 1st 2010.  JC proposed to address this twice, 
by flagging it up at the End of Season Seminar and then more detailed input 
before the 2011 season hopefully led by SB. 

 

Date of next meeting:    
7.30pm on Wednesday September 15th 2010 at the Victory Club. 

 

 

Meeting closed at 10.35pm. 


